
Instructional Continuity Core Instruction Learning Plan       Days 21-30         First Grade 
 
 

  MATH  READING  WORD WORK  SCIENCE & SOCIAL STUDIES 

April 29 
  

(Day 21) 

Complete the Data Review questions for Day 21 on pg. 
5.  An adult can read the questions to you.  However, 
please solve the problems on your own. (NC.1.MD.4) 
 
Optional: Log into DreamBox and continue working for 
15 minutes. 

Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for 
Day 21 (https://bit.ly/1stModules). 
 
Listen to the “Ornithologist Letter #2”.  See 
pg. 11. 
● Think and talk about the vocabulary from 

the letter: impact, amazing, pester, 
unusual, opinion. 

● Write and draw about your opinion: What 
is the most amazing bird you have learned 
about and why? See pg. 11. (W.1.1) 

Optional:  Watch the word work instructional 
video for Day 21 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Color It: Write the words from the Cycle 20 
word list.  Use a colored pencil or marker to 
trace the letters that make the /er/ sound (er, 
ir, ur).  See the word list on pg. 18. (RF.1.4c) 

Social Studies Topic: Goods   
Goods are things that are made or grown that you 
can buy to satisfy wants and needs. Some goods are 
made like clothes and cars.  Other goods are grown 
like fruits  and flowers. 
Activity: Divide a piece of paper into two sections.  In 
the first section draw and label five goods that are 
made. In the second section draw and label five 
goods that are grown. Share your work with an adult. 
(1.E.1.2) 
Optional Enrichment Resource: 
Goods and Services https://bit.ly/39Aa6PW  

April 30 
 

(Day 22) 

Complete the Solve and Share for Day 22 on pg. 6.  Cut 
out the clock and clock hands on pg. 7.  Use the clock 
and clock hands to complete the practice problems 
and higher order thinking problem for Day 22 on pg. 6. 
Keep your clock and clock hands in a safe place when 
you finish. (NC.1.MD.3) 
 
Optional: Watch the “Learn How to Tell Time on a 
Clock” video (https://bit.ly/2Rq0scC). 
 
Optional: Log into DreamBox and continue working for 
15 minutes. 

Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for 
Day 22 (https://bit.ly/1stModules). 
 
Read the text “Where Birds Make Nests” and 
look at the pictures that go along with it.  See 
pg. 12. 
● Think and talk about which nest location 

you think is the most interesting.  
● Based on the text and the photographs, 

write and draw about the nest that you 
think is most interesting and why.  See pg. 
12. (W.1.6)  

Optional:  Watch the word work instructional 
video for Day 22 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Decodable Text: Read the Cycle 20 
decodable text “Sam’s Hammer” on pg. 18. 
Highlight or make a list of the high frequency 
words: around, your, about, over, old.  Reread 
the text three times.  Focus on reading the 
text smoothly, with expression, and at just the 
right speed. (RF.1.5b) 

Social Studies Topic: Services  
A service is work that someone does for someone 
else to satisfy people’s needs and wants .  
Activity: Draw a picture of your family (don’t forget to 
include yourself).  For each person, write a service 
that he/she does for the family or for others.  Share 
your work with an adult. (1.E.1.2) 
Optional Enrichment Resource:  
Goods and Services Read Aloud 
https://bit.ly/2UFofqJ  

May 1  
 

(Day 23) 

Get your clock and clock hands from Day 22.  Use your 
clock to show 1:00, 3:00, 7:00, 10:00 and 12:00.  Draw a 
picture of each time and write the times beside the 
pictures in your math journal or on paper.  
 
Complete the Solve and Share, practice problems and 
higher order thinking problem for Day 23 on pg. 6. 
(NC.1.MD.3) 
 
Optional: Watch the “Rock and Tell the Time on the 
Clock” video (https://bit.ly/2xgF9Dh). 
 
Optional: Log into DreamBox and continue working for 
15 minutes.  

Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for 
Day 23 (https://bit.ly/1stModules). 
 
Listen to the article “What’s Best? The Debate 
About Pale Male’s Nest”.  See pg. 13. 
● Think and talk about the two different 

opinions about Pale Male’s nest.  
● Write and draw about the two opinions. 

See pg. 14. (RI.1.3)  

Optional:  Watch the word work instructional 
video for Day 23 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Super Sentences: Choose words from the 
Cycle 20 word list and use them to write 
sentences.  Remember to use a capital letter 
at the beginning of your sentences and 
punctuation at the end.  See the word list on 
pg. 18. (L.1.2) 

Social Studies Topic: Service Providers 
People rely on service providers everyday.  Some 
service providers are paid by the people who hire 
them (like a dog walker).  Other service providers are 
paid by the government through taxes they collect 
from a community (like firefighters). 
Activity: Draw six different service providers.  Then 
write what service each of them provides (for 
example, “A firefighter puts out fires.”).  Share your 
work with an adult. (1.E.1.2) 
Optional Enrichment Resource:  
Goods and Services (K-2) https://bit.ly/2xGxnCx  

May 4  
 

(Day 24) 

Get your clock and clock hands from Day 22.  Use your 
clock to show 2:30, 4:30, 12:30, 9:30 and 6:30.  Draw a 
picture of each time and write the times beside the 
pictures in your math journal or on paper.   
 
In your math journal or on a piece of paper, describe 
how an analog clock and a digital clock are the same 
and different.  Make a list of where you have seen 
digital clocks being used.  Make a list of where you 
have seen analog clocks being used. (NC.1.MD.3) 

Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for 
Day 24 (https://bit.ly/1stModules). 
 
Listen to the article “What’s Best? The Debate 
About Pale Male’s Nest”.  See pg. 13. 
● Think and talk about the two different 

opinions about Pale Male’s nest.  
● Write notes about the reasons for each 

opinion.  See pg. 14. (RI.1.8) 

Optional:  Watch the word work instructional 
video for Day 24 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Sort It Out: Fold a piece of paper into thirds. 
Write “er”, “ir”, and “ur” at the top of each 
section.  Sort your Cycle 20 words by writing 
them under the correct spelling pattern. 
Read each list of words out loud.  See the 
word list on pg. 18. (RF.1.4c)  
 

Science Topic: Energy Transfer 
Plants and animals get their energy from different 
places.  Plants use heat energy from the sun to make 
food.  Plants are called producers because they make 
their own food.  Animals can not make their own 
energy.  They get their energy from eating plants or 
other animals.  Let’s think about a squirrel.  A squirrel 
eats acorns from oak trees.  Oak trees get their 
energy from the sun and make acorns, the squirrel 
eats the acorns.  Does something eat the squirrel? 
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Instructional Continuity Core Instruction Learning Plan       Days 21-30         First Grade 
 
Optional: Watch the “Telling Time to the Hour and Half 
Hour” video (https://bit.ly/3b0eSb8).  

Optional: Try to find other words that have 
the /er/ sound spelled with “er”, “ir”, or “ur”. 
Look in a book or look around your home! 

Sometimes a hawk will catch and eat a squirrel.  The 
energy goes from the sun to the oak tree acorns, to 
the squirrel to the hawk.  That is called a food chain 
and shows the flow of energy from one organism to 
another.  Explain to an adult what the main difference 
is between plants and animals. (1.L.2.2) 

May 5 
 

(Day 25) 

Create your daily schedule with the time for each 
activity.  Include the time you wake up and the time 
you go to bed.  Draw pictures as needed. (NC.1.MD.3) 
 
Optional: Listen to the story “What Time Is It Mr. 
Crocodile?” (https://bit.ly/2XrGGB5).  As you listen to the 
story, use your clock to make the time shown on the 
pages in the book.   
 
Optional: Log into DreamBox and continue working for 
15 minutes.  

Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for 
Day 25 (https://bit.ly/1stModules). 
 
Listen to the article “What’s Best? The Debate 
About Pale Male’s Nest”.  See pg. 13. 
● Think and talk about the opinion of the 

birdwatchers and why they think the nest 
should stay up. 

● Write the information you would include in 
each part of a paragraph about the 
birdwatchers’ opinion of Pale Male’s nest. 
See pg. 15. (RI.1.8) 

Optional:  Watch the word work instructional 
video for Day 25 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Secret Word: Write the Cycle 20 words on 
small slips of paper.  Also write the word 
“buzz” on a small slip of paper.  Put all your 
slips into a cup.  Pull the slips out one-by-one 
and read them aloud.  If you get the word 
“buzz”, yell it out!  Put all of the slips back in 
the cup and start again.  See word list on pg. 
18. (RF.1.4g) 
 
Optional: Play the game with a partner and 
take turns spelling each word out loud or 
writing the words on a piece of paper. 

Science Topic: Energy Transfer 
Yesterday you learned about organisms and where 
they get their energy from.  Think of an animal that 
you know and create a food chain showing the flow 
of energy from the sun to the plant (producer) to the 
organism. (1.L.2.2) 

 

SPECIALS - Choose at least one activity to complete each day. Your well-being is important to us.  Please do not participate in physical activity if you are not feeling well. 

❏Call someone on the phone and sing a song for 
them! 

 

❏Put on some fast music and match it with your 
movement. 

 

❏Draw something that you are good at doing or 
playing. 

❏Draw something that you would like to become 
better at doing or playing. 

 

❏Pretend to: sit in a chair for 10 seconds; shoot a 
basketball 10 times; ride a horse; be a frog; lift a 
car.  

❏Hop on one leg 30 times, switch legs; take 10 
giant steps; walk on your knees; do a silly dance; 
sprint for 10 seconds. 

 

❏Read and learn (research) about an animal or 
plant in a book or ONE Access. Create a puppet 
show that teaches five or more things about your 
animal/plant. 

❏Read two books about the same topic or subject, 
like football or cats. Write three ways that the 
information or stories are the same and different. 

 
 
I certify that my child,  _________________________________________________, did complete all of the required activities in days 21-25 of this learning plan.  
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature  _____________________________________________________________________ Date  _____________________________________________ 
   

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 2020 2

https://bit.ly/3b0eSb8
https://bit.ly/2XrGGB5
https://bit.ly/1stModules
https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills
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  MATH  READING  WORD WORK  SCIENCE & SOCIAL STUDIES 

May 6  
 

(Day 26) 

Draw and label pictures of a penny, nickel, dime and 
quarter in your math journal or on paper.  Color each 
coin.  Write the value of the penny, nickel, dime and 
quarter beneath each coin.   
 
What is the value of a nickel in pennies? (A nickel is 
equal to the value of __ pennies.)  How do you know? 
Explain in your math journal or on paper. (NC.1.MD.5) 
 
Optional: Watch the “Coins” video 
(https://bit.ly/2UZowFn).  Write three things you 
learned about coins in your math journal or on paper.  

Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for 
Day 26 (https://bit.ly/1stModules). 
 
Listen to the article “What’s Best? The Debate 
About Pale Male’s Nest”.  See pg. 13. 
● Think and talk about the opinion of the 

people who live in the apartment building 
and why they think the nest should be 
taken down. 

● Write the information you would include in 
each part of a paragraph about the 
opinion of those living in the apartment 
building.  See pg. 15. (RI.1.8) 

Optional:  Watch the word work instructional 
video for Day 26 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Red and Blue Words: Write the words from 
the Cycle 21 word list.  Use a red crayon or 
marker to trace the vowels.  Use a blue 
crayon or marker to trace the consonants. 
See the word list on pg. 18. (RF.1.4c) 

Social Studies Topic: Producers and Consumers 
Producers are people who earn money by making 
goods or providing services.  Consumers are people 
who buy services and goods. 
Activity: Create a 4-section comic strip telling the 
story of a producer making a 
good or providing a service 
and then selling it to a 
consumer. (1.E.1.2) 
Optional Enrichment Resource:   
Producers and Consumers - Social Studies for Kids - 
Kids Academy https://bit.ly/2UBTMKh  

May 7  
 

(Day 27) 

Gather a penny, nickel, dime and quarter.  Answer the 
questions below in your math journal or on paper.  
~What do you notice about each coin?  Write four   
   things you notice about each coin. 
~How are the coins  similar and different? 
 
Fold a piece of paper in half two times to make four 
boxes.  Place a penny underneath one box.  Use a 
pencil or crayon to rub (color) the part of the paper 
covering the penny.  Flip the penny over.  Cover the 
penny with a clean part of the same box.  Rub it again. 
Label the box “penny”.  Repeat this activity for a nickel, 
dime and quarter.  
 
What is the value of a dime in pennies? (A dime is 
equal to the value of __ pennies.)  How do you know? 
Explain in your math journal or on paper. (NC.1.MD.5) 

Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for 
Day 27 (https://bit.ly/1stModules). 
 
Listen to the text “Opinion Paragraph 
Examples: Feed the Birds and Don’t Feed the 
Birds”.  See pg. 16. 
● Think and talk about the opinion of the 

author of each paragraph and the reasons 
stated for each opinion.  

● Using the Opinion Paragraph note-catcher 
from Day 25, analyze one of the example 
opinion paragraphs and lightly color in 
each section of the paragraph using the 
color code.  See pg. 16. (RI.1.8)   

Optional:  Watch the word work instructional 
video for Day 27 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Decodable Text: Read the Cycle 21 decodable 
text “Sam’s Throat Hurts” on pg. 18.  Highlight 
or make a list of the high frequency words: 
only, very, would, should, eat, after.  Reread 
the text three times.  Focus on reading the 
text smoothly, with expression, and at just the 
right speed. (RF.1.5b) 

Social Studies Topic: Resources  
There are three main types of resources.  Human 
resources are people who create a good or provide a 
service.  Capital resources are goods that are made 
or used to provide goods or services.  Natural 
resources are things that are found on earth and can 
be used by people. 
Activity: Imagine that you are going to have a stand 
to sell treats (like lemonade or brownies).  Divide a 
piece of paper into three sections.  In the 1st section, 
write/draw the human resources you’ll need to make 
the treat. In the 2nd, write/draw the capital resources 
needed, and in the 3rd, the natural resources 
needed.  Share your work with an adult. (1.E.1.2) 
Optional Enrichment Resource:  
Human, Capital & Natural Resources for Kids - Types 
of Resources| Kids Academy https://bit.ly/2JNCbJj  

May 8  
 

(Day 28) 

Mystery Coin Game: Ask a family member to be your 
partner.  Choose a coin without telling your partner 
what you have.  Your partner should ask questions to 
determine the name of your mystery coin.  Once your 
partner figures out your mystery coin, then switch 
roles. See sample questions below.  
--Who is on the front of the coin?  
--What is on the back of the coin? 
--Is it silver or brown? Is it worth __ cent(s)? 
 
What is the value of a quarter in pennies? (A quarter is 
equal to the value of __ pennies.)  How do you know? 
Explain in your math journal or on paper. (NC.1.MD.5) 
 
Optional: Watch “The Money Song” video 
(https://bit.ly/2Rt5tRE).  Share three things you learned 
with your family. 

Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for 
Day 28 (https://bit.ly/1stModules). 
 
Listen to the article “What’s Best? The Debate 
About Pale Male’s Nest”.  See pg. 13. 
● Think and talk about the most compelling 

reason to leave the nest up.  
● Write about the most compelling reason to 

leave the nest up.  Write a draft of an 
opinion paragraph supporting the 
birdwatchers.  See pg. 16. (W.1.1a) 

Optional:  Watch the word work instructional 
video for Day 28 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Super Sentences: Choose words from the 
Cycle 21 word list and use them to write 
sentences.  Remember to use a capital letter 
at the beginning of your sentences and 
punctuation at the end.  See the word list on 
pg. 18. (L.1.2) 

Science Topic: Energy Transfer 
Giraffes have long necks that they use to reach leaves 
in tall trees.  They also have long tongues that they 
use to wrap around the leaves and branches to pull 
off the leaves.  How many times a day do you eat to 
get energy?  A giraffe is so big that it eats all day 
long.  Use this information to create a food chain for 
the giraffe. (1.L.2.2) 

May 11   Gather some coins from a piggy bank or from a family  Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for  Optional:  Watch the word work instructional  Science Topic: Energy Transfer 
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Instructional Continuity Core Instruction Learning Plan       Days 21-30         First Grade 
 

(Day 29) 
member.  Sort them into piles.  In your journal or on 
paper,  create a tally mark chart to record the number 
of coins in each pile.  Then, complete the Graph and 
Compare activity and Exit Tickets for Day 29 on pg. 9. 
(NC.1.MD.5) 
 
Optional: Log into DreamBox and continue working for 
15 minutes. 

Day 29 (https://bit.ly/1stModules). 
 
Listen to the article “What’s Best? The Debate 
About Pale Male’s Nest”.  See pg. 13. 
● Think and talk about the most compelling 

reason to take the nest down.  
● Write about the most compelling reason 

to take the nest down. Write a draft of an 
opinion paragraph supporting taking the 
nest down.  See pg. 17. (W.1.1a)  

video for Day 29 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Sort It Out: Fold a piece of paper into thirds. 
Write “ai”, “ea”, and “oa” at the top of each 
section.  Sort your Cycle 21 words by writing 
them under the correct spelling pattern. 
Read each list of words out loud.  See the 
word list on pg. 18. (RF.1.4c)  
 
Optional: Try to find other words that have 
long vowel sounds spelled with “ai”, “ea”, or 
“oa”.  Look in a book or look around your 
home! 

Spiders are an arachnid that depend on insects for 
their energy.  Many spiders spin or weave webs to 
catch insects.  The webs are sticky and when an 
insect flies into the web it usually can’t get out.  This 
way the spider can eat the insect when it is hungry. 
Make a T-Chart comparing the spider to the giraffe. 
(1.L.2.2) 

May 12  
 

(Day 30) 

Coin Project: Create a new coin in your journal or on 
paper.  What is the name of your coin?  What does it 
look like on the front?  What does it look like on the 
back?  What is the value of your new coin?  How is 
your new coin similar to the coins we use?  How is it 
different?  
 
Complete Day 30 Exit Ticket on pg. 9. (NC.1.MD.5) 
 
Optional: Log into DreamBox and continue working for 
15 minutes.  

Optional: Watch the reading lesson video for 
Day 30 (https://bit.ly/1stModules).   
 
Read your opinion paragraph drafts from 
Days 28-29.  See pg. 16-17. 
● Think and talk about which of the opinions 

you agree with most.  
● Rewrite your chosen opinion paragraph, 

ensuring that it includes all of the elements 
of an opinion paragraph: introduction, 
opinion statement, reason(s), and 
conclusion.  See pg. 17. (W.1.1)  

Optional:  Watch the word work instructional 
video for Day 30 (https://bit.ly/1stgradeskills). 
 
Secret Word: Write the Cycle 21 words on 
small slips of paper.  Also write the word 
“sparkle” on a small slip of paper.  Put all your 
slips into a cup.  Pull the slips out one-by-one 
and read them aloud.  If you get the word 
“sparkle”, yell it out!  Put all of the slips back in 
the cup and start again.  See the word list on 
pg. 18. (RF.1.4g) 
 
Optional: Play the game with a partner and 
take turns spelling each word out loud or 
writing the words on a piece of paper. 

Science Topic: Energy Transfer 
Now that you have learned all about energy transfer 
think about what that means for you as a living 
organism.  What is your favorite meal?  Make a food 
chain for you and your favorite meal.  Think about 
where the food came from to make your meal. (1.L.2.2) 
 

 

SPECIALS - Choose at least one activity to complete each day. Your well-being is important to us.  Please do not participate in physical activity if you are not feeling well. 

❏Sing a song with someone. 
 

❏Make up new rhyming words to sing with “Down 
by the  Bay.” 

 

❏Using any type of line or shape to create a picture 
with only the three primary colors (red, blue, 
yellow). 

❏Yikes! Something is in the back of your house. 
Draw a picture of it. 

 

❏Bear Walk! With your bottom in the air, step 
forward with your right hand and step forward 
with your left foot. Step forward with the left hand 
then the right foot. Continue to move across the 
room.  

❏With a partner, hold each other’s shoulders. Try to 
tap the other person’s toe without having yours 
tapped. 

 

❏Read a fiction (story) and nonfiction (true) book 
about pollinators. Write to explain which book 
taught you the most about pollinators and why? 
Draw two things you learned about pollinators. 

❏Learn about how to do something from the World 
Book Encyclopedia or a book. Write the steps to 
doing what you learned and teach someone how 
to do it.  

 
 
I certify that my child,  _________________________________________________, did complete all of the required activities in days 26-30 of this learning plan.  
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature  _____________________________________________________________________ Date  _____________________________________________ 
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Day 21- Data Review 
Look at the data in the picture graph below about first 
graders’ favorite ice cream. 

 
How many first graders responded to the survey? 
______________ 
 
How do you know? ____________________________________ 
 
How many more students like vanilla than strawberry? 
______________ 
 
How many fewer students like chocolate than vanilla? 
________________ 

Miley surveyed her class about their favorite sport. Their 
responses are below.  
 

Sport  Number of Students 

Basketball  3 

Soccer  16 

Baseball  11 

 
Which sport do students like most? 
________________________ 
 
Which sport do students like least? 
________________________ 
 
How many more students liked soccer than baseball? 
________________________ 
 
How many fewer students liked basketball than baseball? 
________________________ 
 
How do you know? 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 
Do You Have a Brother? 

Students in a Grade 1 class answered thE question, “Do you 
have a brother?”  Leon and Lisa made this representation of 
the data: 

 

How many people have a brother? ________________________ 
 
How many people do not have a brother? __________________ 
 
 How many people answered the survey? __________________ 

Do You Have Blue Eyes, Brown Eyes or Green Eyes? 
 
Students in another first grade class answered the question, 
“Do you have blue eyes, brown eyes or green eyes?” Rosa and 
Steve made this representation of the data: 

 

How many people answered the survey? ____________________  

 How many students have blue eyes? _______________________ 

 How many students have brown eyes? _____________________ 

How many students have green eyes? ______________________ 

How many students have blue or green eyes? _______________ 
 
How do you know? _______________________________________ 
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Day 22  
Solve and Share: 
 

Visual Learning Bridge:     

 

Practice Problems:

 

Higher Order Thinking: 
Write a time.  Draw the hour and minute hands to show the 

time.  Draw a picture to show an activity you do at that time.  

  

 

Picture:  

 

Day 23 

 
 
 

 
 
Practice Problems: 
 

 
 
Higher Order Thinking: 
David goes to bed 2 hours before his mother. His mother goes  

to bed at 11:00. Write the time David goes to bed on the clock. 
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Day 22 

 
 
 

          Hour Hand  
 

      Minute Hand 
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Day 29:  Graph and Compare 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Quarters  Dimes  Nickels  Pennies 

 

1.  Which coin do you have the most? _____________ 

2. Which coin do you have the least? ______________ 

3. Do you have equal sets of coins? Circle   YES  or  NO 

If yes, which coin sets are equal?  _______ and _______ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Day 29: Exit Tickets 

 

Carley found 10 cents in her piggy bank. 
What coin or coins did she find in her piggy 
bank?  Show your thinking. 

  

 

  

Carley found 25 cents in her piggy bank. 
What coin or coins did she find in her piggy 
bank?  Show your thinking. 

  

  

 

 

Day 30 

Reflect: Why do you think it is important to identify 
coins and know their value in pennies? (NC.1. MD.5) 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________ 
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CYCLE 20 

Word List  Sight Words  Decodable Text: “Sam’s Hammer” 

fern 
stern 
perk 
bird 
dirt 
girl 

thirst 
burn 
curb 
fur 

chatter 
corner 

whisper 
perform 
farmer 

 
around 

your 
about 
over 
old 

 
 
 
 
 

Sam’s class will perform a play. The play will be about an old farmer and his farm. 

First, the kids must try out for a role in the play. The kids chatter about the roles. 

James wants to be the old farmer. Nell wants to be the banker. 

But Sam is shy. “What if I turn red?” he thinks. He does not want to perform. 

Sam tells Dad. Dad thinks about it. Then he says, “You can use your hammer!” 

“That will be much better,” says Sam. “I will not be a performer, but I will still be part of the play. I will make the set!” 

Sam and the kids work hard. Nell is working on her lines. James works, too. 

Sam hammers. He gathers parts for the set. He makes it look like a farm! 

Ouch! Sam hurts his finger with the hammer. But he is OK. 

Now it is time to perform! Sam is in the corner. He helps with the set. 

When the play is over, the class gathers around together. They all worked to make the play super! 

CYCLE 21 

Word List  Sight Words  Decodable Text: “Sam’s Throat Hurts” 

pain 
tail 
mail 
sail 

clean 
beach 

eat 
dream 
scream 
squeak 

boat 
coat 

throat 
toast 

raincoat 

 
good 
only 
very 

would 
should 

eat 
after 

 

Sam woke up and felt weak. He also had a pain in his throat. 

His throat hurt so much he could not speak. He could only squeak! 

Sam did not want his toast. He could not eat a meal. 

“You are burning up,” said Dad. “We should go to the doctor.” 

The doctor checked his throat. She said his tonsils were very red. 

“If we take them out of your throat, you will not be sick. After that, your pain should stop,” she said. 

Sam wanted to scream! He was scared. After his tonsils were gone, Sam woke up. 

“Where am I?” he asked. He felt like he was in a dream. 

His throat hurt. Then he saw Dad and James. They had ice cream! 

“Would you like to eat?” asked James. 

“If this is a dream, it is a good dream! I get to have ice cream for my meal!” said Sam. 
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