
 

 

        
 
 
 
 
Dear Community Partners,  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic is far from over and it continues to disrupt our lives in many 
unforeseen ways. We have difficult news to share on this front: We will not be opening 
our buildings this summer to accommodate face-to-face programming as we have in the 
past. We do not believe it is wise or prudent to open our facilities for traditional 
summer programs and community use. To do so, we fear, will lead to spreading the 
virus and causing illness.  
 
We came to this decision using the guidance outlined by the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC).  We are not confident that the social distancing, screening and 
sanitation requirements outlined by the CDC, and strongly emphasized by our local 
health department, can be effectively put in place for summer this year. We face the 
additional challenge of having to incorporate new cleaning procedures to ensure 
student and staff safety, as well as prepare in other ways for the start of school in mid-
August. 
 
We have not reached this decision easily or hastily, in part because we are aware of the 
many needs in our community for summer activities for children. We are fortunate to 
have such a strong network of partners who support summer learning and enrichment. 
But we believe that the risk of exposing children and adults to the COVID-19 virus is 
too great with traditional, face-to-face summer programs.  
 
But we still recognize the tremendous value of these programs for our community's 
children. To the extent we can safely do so, we will continue to support summer 
programs this year. We will:  
 

• Continue to offer remote supplemental learning opportunities for all students 

beyond the close of the school year 

• Allow continued use of our technology resources (Chromebooks and mobile 

hotspots) throughout the summer for all students in grades K-11 
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• Provide meal distribution and other services at grab-and-go sites. The current 

meal continuity program will be suspended on June 5. We will provide extra 

food on the last day to take families into the week of June 8. The summer grab-

and-go meal program and a modified mobile meal program will begin June 15. 

The specific sites will be announced soon. 

• As the end of the school year approaches, we continue to work on alternative 
methods to deliver education, food and enrichment opportunities to our students 
this summer in ways that protect their well-being and meet CDC and state 
restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 
We value your partnership with us and appreciate your understanding of the need for 
these changes. If you have any questions, you may contact the assistant superintendent 
of operations and support services, Laura Francisco at laural.francisco@cms.k12.nc.us. 
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