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Dashboard - Public Health Metrics  
Dashboard public health metrics for Mecklenburg County 

• Positivity rate
• Case rate per 100,000 

Recall: the dashboard specifies how to bring students back for in-person learning based 
on the status of these two public health metrics

• Both green > 14 days: consider in-person learning at all schools
• Both yellow (and none in red) > 14 days: consider in-person learning only for 

specific prioritized student populations
• One or more in red > 14 days: consider virtual (remote) learning for all students

Important to remember: The metrics are designed to inform and influence conversations
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Approved Board Actions on Jan. 14
We will maintain our current plan in full remote learning, through Feb. 12, 2021. 

As approved by the CMS Board of Education on Jan. 14, we will return students to in-person 
instruction on the following dates: 

• Feb. 15: K-5 & K-8* students on an AA/Remote/BB rotation

• PreK & students with disabilities who have been identified through an IEP process to 
receive in-person services will return on a daily rotation. 

• Feb. 22: Middle & High Schools* will return on a three-week A/B/C rotation

• We will begin to evaluate opportunities to increase in-person frequency for our students as they 
return.

• It's critical that everyone continue to observe safety measures during and outside of 
school hours. This is a community-wide effort that demands our community's 
commitment.

*PreK-6 schools will return with K-5 and K-8 schools, 6-12 & 7-12 schools will return with MS/HS  3



K-5 & K-8 Return to In-Person Instruction*
Students enrolled in K-5 and K-8 
schools and assigned to in-person 
instruction will attend school two days 
per week on an AA and BB rotation 
with Wednesdays as a remote learning 
day for all students. 

Teachers and school-based staff will 
report on Feb. 11. 

* - includes Montessori PreK-6 schools 4



Feb. 15 Return to In-Person Instruction
Additionally, on Feb. 15:

• PreK & students with disabilities who have been identified through an IEP 
process to receive in-person services will return on a daily rotation.

• *ASEP/BSEP sites will open in elementary schools.

*ASEP - After School Enrichment Program

*BSEP - Before School Enrichment Program
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Middle & High School Return to In-Person 
Instruction
Students enrolled in middle and high 
school, and assigned to in-person 
instruction will attend school five days per 
week on an A, B and C rotation.

In-Person rotation beginning Feb. 22:
• Group A - Feb. 22 - 26
• Group B - March 1 - 5 
• Group C - March 8 - 11

State-required ACT testing for 11th graders 
will take place on Feb. 23 in person. This 
will be a full remote day for all high school 
students who are not taking the ACT exam 
in person.  

Teachers and school-based staff will return 
on Feb. 18. 6



Child of Staff Support 
Daily onsite option for children of school-based staff and bus drivers

• All K–8 children of school-based staff and bus drivers are eligible; children must be enrolled
in CMS

• K-8 students may attend their assigned school or the school at which their parent / guardian 
works

• If choosing the school at which the parent / guardian works, the grade span of the parent / 
guardian’s school must include the student’s grade of enrollment 

• Full-day option offered during the student’s two-week remote learning period

• Students will participate in their remote learning, supervised by school staff

• Students will not participate in in-person learning with their teachers during this time

• Supervision will be provided during the normal bell schedule by school-based staff as 
assigned by the principal. Before- and after-school care is not provided and must be 
determined separately.
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Transfers Between In-Person and Full Remote
In the case of hardship, a family may request a transfer between in-person instruction and 
Full Remote Academy in writing via email, fax or letter to the assigned school’s registrar.  

Requests will be handled at the school level and are not guaranteed. Requests may be 
approved if the school can reasonably accommodate the request without major 
disruptions to class size / scheduling and the request meets at least one criteria below:

○ a member of the household received a new medical diagnosis which puts the 
person in a high-risk category

○ a sudden change in access to childcare
○ a sudden change in the family’s finances or employment
○ a change in school assignment due to a move or approved transfer

Students requesting transfer to in-person instruction may not be immediately eligible 
for transportation.  

NOTE: Approval is for the duration of the current school year (2020-2021).
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Preparations for In-Person Return

● District-wide Connect 5 messages will be sent to families beginning Feb.10 to remind 
them of student attendance rotations 

● Principals will revisit their school readiness checklists by Friday 

● Learning community superintendents sent a PPE update to principals on Jan. 6 & 7

● Operations will validate school PPE need in preparation for Jan. 19

● Bus drivers are running routes starting on Feb. 11 for a Feb. 15 start date

● Principals were given a refresher on protocols for managing facilities and 
overseeing staff 

● Operations sent out an air quality initiative update for principals and teachers 
this week
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Symptom 
Screening 
& Bus 
Attestation 
All students attending in 
person will complete the 
symptom screener prior 
to arrival each day. 

All students riding a bus 
to school will complete 
the attestation form and 
give it to their driver 
once per week on the 
first day they attend 
school that week. 
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Mask Wearing is Mandatory 
● All students and staff members are required to wear a mask.

● All visitors entering a CMS school or building are required to wear a mask.

● Face shields are also available for staff in addition to a face mask but are 
not a substitute for a face mask.

● Mecklenburg County Public Health encourages everyone to wear a 
multi-layer (2-3 ply) face mask when available.

● Neck gaiters are not considered face masks and will not be permitted in 
schools as a valid face covering.  

● Families of students with qualifying conditions may request an exception to 
this requirement by completing the request for face mask exception form.  
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Extracurricular Activities
● Swimmers/divers resumed Feb. 5 for NCHSAA regional competition.

● In-season athletic teams resumed practices/games Feb. 8.

● Out-of-season athletic teams resume skill development workouts Feb. 15.

● Some after-school high school arts activities will begin Feb. 8. These arts programs, 
including band/music, dance and theater, will be offered on a voluntary basis, with parent 
permission required for student participation, and utilizing strict COVID protocols and safety 
practices aligned with those put in place for athletics.  

● Principals and families will be updated as student activities are approved for in-person 
participation. Until then, school-sponsored clubs, organizations, and other activities will 
continue to be hosted in a virtual format.

● It's critical that everyone continue to observe safety measures during and outside of 
school hours. This is a community-wide effort that demands our community's 
commitment.
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Vaccination 
Event 
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Vaccination Events
• CMS is partnering with Novant Health to extend access to vaccines, 

including for CMS staff.

• First event Feb. 6 at McClintock Middle
• 165 CMS staff members 65 and older participated and received first dose
• Second doses scheduled for Feb. 27 at McClintock

• Upcoming Event at Spectrum Center, Saturday, Feb. 13
• At least 1,000 available appointments for CMS employees 65-plus
• Communication to eligible staff members shared today (Feb. 9)
• Must sign up online to register for an appointment

• Link provided in email and via text message
• Voice message also provided for eligible employees

• Future weekend events at CMS school sites will extend opportunities for 
underserved communities to get access to COVID-19 vaccine.
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